
MARCH 15, 2022 ZONING HEARING 
“OTHER BUSINESS” 
COMMISSION DISTRICT 3 
 
ITEM  OB-75-2021 
 
PURPOSE 
To consider a stipulation amendment for Mt. Bethel Christian Academy, Inc. regarding 
case SLUP-11 (Mt. Bethel United Methodist Church, Inc.) of 2013. The property is 
located on the north side of Post Oak Tritt Road, west of Holly Springs Road, in Land 
Lots 599, 600, 625 and 626 of the 16th District (2509 Post Oak Tritt Road). (Held by the 
Board of Commissioners from the December 21, 2021 hearing until the March 15, 2022 hearing). 
 
BACKGROUND 
The applicant was granted a Special Land Use Permit by the Board of Commissioners in 
2013 for a private school, with subsequent approvals for other site plan amendments. 
One of the stipulations approved the property site plan specific. The applicant would 
like to revise the site again to do three things: 1) Relocate the athletic field house to the 
south end of the athletic field; 2) relocate 82 parking spaces to the north end of the 
tennis courts; and 3) add 39 more parking spaces for a grand total of 121 parking 
spaces. The applicant has submitted Exhibit B which explains the proposed revision. If 
approved, all previous zoning stipulations not in conflict with this amendment would 
remain in effect. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Fire comments: See attached. 
 
Cobb DOT: Recommend retaining the following DOT recommendations from OB-26-
2021: a. Maintain a maximum school enrollment of 625 students as designated in SLUP-
11-2013; and, b. Recommend applicant be required to meet all Cobb County 
Development Standards and Ordinances related to project improvements. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Board of Commissioners conduct a public hearing and consider the proposed 
stipulation amendment. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Other Business application and zoning minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPLICANT: Mt. Bethel Academy    PETITION NO.:  OB-75 

PRESENT ZONING:        PETITION FOR:          

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

FIRE COMMENTS:  

             

The owner/tenant maintain the sole responsibility for the design and correcting all errors, omissions, 
problems, and code (if any) exposed during construction AFTER authorization by Cobb County 

 
FIRE HYDRANTS: 
Hydrant location within 500 feet of the most remote portion of the structure.* (Additional hydrant may 
need to be installed.) 
 
IFC 510- EMERGENCY RESPONDER RADIO COVERAGE. New buildings are required to provide 
radio coverage for emergency responders per the International Fire Code. Testing is required by a third 
party and when deemed necessary amplification systems are required before the building will be issued 
a certificate of occupancy. This message is to serve as an early notification to owners and developers 
for budgeting purposes. 
 
FIRE ENGINE ACCESS:  The fire department must be able to access the long side of the building. 
 
ACCESS: Fire apparatus access roads shall extend to within 150 feet of all portions of the facility or 
any portion of the exterior wall of the first floor (State Modifications IFC 503.1 2012 Edition).  
 
All access roads shall meet the American Association of State and Highway Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) design manual live load standard HS20 (75,000 lbs.) with an unobstructed width of not less 
than 20 feet, 25 foot inside radius, 50 foot outside turning radius and unobstructed vertical clearance of 
not less than 13 feet 6 inches. 
 
Maximum slope of the access road in reference to the apparatus is 10% Front to Back and 5% Side to 
Side. Maximum grade of roadways leading to Fire Access roads refer to the Cobb County Development 
Standard Section 400: 14% for Non-Residential. Maximum angle of departure is 8.5%.  
 
Dead-end access roads more than 150 feet shall be provided with a turn-around (IFC Chapter-5, 120-3-
3 Rules and Regulations, CCDS Section-401 & 402). Refer to APPENDIX-D for dimensional criteria 
for turn-arounds in commercial developments.   
 
Aerial apparatus access shall be required for all structures over 30 feet in height measured from the 
lowest level of fire department access to the ceiling height of the highest occupied floor level. Aerial 
fire apparatus access roads shall be a minimum width of 24 feet maximum of 40 feet from the structure 
and be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building. No overhead utility and power lines shall 
be located within the aerial fire apparatus access. (Cobb County Development Standards 401.08.02.1) 
 
C/O: Plans must be submitted to the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office to initiate the Certificate of 
Occupancy process. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
APPLICANT: Mt. Bethel Academy    PETITION NO.:  OB-75 

PRESENT ZONING:        PETITION FOR:          

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

FIRE COMMENTS:  

 
 
Gates 
Gates securing fire apparatus access shall be a minimum 14 feet in clear width for a single lane and 20 
feet for a double lane. The gates shall not reduce the operating width of the roadway. Double lane gates 
shall be a minimum of 20 feet in clear width. Gates shall be of the swinging or sliding type. Electric gates 
shall be equipped with a means of opening the gate by fire department personnel for emergency access. 
Emergency opening devices shall be approved by the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office.   
 
Modifications may be required to incorporate the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office comments.  
 
International Fire Code (IFC) Appendix D 
(Adopted by the State of Georgia at the beginning of 2020. Partially noted below.) 
SECTION D103 
MINIMUM SPECIFICATIONS 
D103.1 Access road width with a hydrant. 
Where a fire hydrant is located on a fire apparatus access road, the minimum road width shall be 26 feet, 
exclusive of shoulders (see Figure D103.1 in Appendix D). 
 
SECTION D104 
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
D104.1 Buildings exceeding three stories or 30 feet in 
height. Buildings or facilities exceeding 30 feet (9144 mm) 
or three stories in height shall have not fewer than two means 
of fire apparatus access for each structure. 
D104.2 Buildings exceeding 62,000 square feet in area. 
Buildings or facilities having a gross building area of more 
than 62,000 square feet (5760 m2) shall be provided with two 
separate and approved fire apparatus access roads. 
Exception: Projects having a gross building area of up to 
124,000 square feet (11 520 m2) that have a single 
approved fire apparatus access road where all buildings 
are equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler 
systems. 
D104.3 Remoteness. Where two fire apparatus access roads 
are required, they shall be placed a distance apart equal to not 
less than one half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal 
dimension of the lot or area to be served, measured in a 
straight line between accesses. 

Josh Davis 
(770) 528-8161 
josh.davis@cobbcounty.org   
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